
Seventh Grade Summer Reading 2019
Please read at least 5 books of your choice this summer.  The list below, created with input by 
this year’s 7th grade class, is available to help you find a book. You are not limited to books on 
this list.  Feel free to consider other sources for inspiration, including lists on the Duke School 
library website. Keep track of the books that you read over the summer.  

During the first week of school, be prepared to share with classmates and teachers what you 
liked and why you liked it.    

Students recommended the majority of the books on this list; the content and level of difficulty 
vary.  If School Library Journal assesses the book as higher than a 7th grade level (e.g., based 
on text structure, vocab and/or sophistication of themes), this list provides that info.

**indicates book won a literary award or was starred in review journals  

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED

An Ember in the Ashes by Sabaa Tahir

Laia is a Scholar living under the 

iron-fisted rule of the Martial Empire. 

When her brother is arrested for 

treason, Laia goes undercover as a slave 

at the empire's greatest military 

academy in exchange for assistance 

from rebel Scholars who claim that they 

will help to save her brother from 

execution

Skulduggery Pleasant* (series) by Derek 

Landy

When twelve-year-old Stephanie 

inherits her weird uncle's estate, she 

must join forces with Skulduggery 

Pleasant, a skeleton mage, to save the 

world from the Faceless Ones.

Long Way Down* (Gr. 8+); All American 

Boy*  (Gr. 8+); As Brave as You* (Gr. 

6+); The Boy in the Black Suit* (Gr. 7+); 

and others by Jason Reynolds

As Will, fifteen, sets out to avenge his 

brother Shawn's fatal shooting, seven 

ghosts who knew Shawn board the 

elevator and reveal truths Will needs to 

know.

Solo* by Kwame Alexander

Seventeen-year-old Blade, who 

endeavors to resolve painful issues from 

his past to navigate the challenges of his 

former rockstar father's addictions, 

scathing tabloid rumors, and a protected 

secret that threatens his own identity.

Scythe* (Gr. 8+)  By Neal Shusterman
In a world where disease has been 

eliminated, the only way to die is to be 

randomly killed ('gleaned') by 

professional reapers ('scythes'). Two 

teens must compete with each other to 

become a scythe--a position neither of 

them wants. The one who becomes a 

scythe must kill the one who doesn't.

Warcross* and others  (Gr. 8+) 
by Marie Lu
When teenage coder Emika Chen hacks 
her way into the opening tournament of 
the Warcross Championships, she 
glitches herself into the game as well as 
a sinister plot with major consequences 
for the entire Warcross empire.



Boys in the Boat* (Gr. 9+)
By Daniel James Brown
Describes the American rowing 

team's triumphant and unlikely win 

during the 1936 Olympics.

The Faithful Spy: Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer and the Plot to Kill 
Hitler* by John Hendrix
Uses text and illustrations to tell the 
story of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a 
German pastor who spoke out 
against the Nazi regime.

Brown Girl Dreaming ** (Gr. 4-7)
by Jacqueline Woodson

In vivid poems that reflect the joy of 

finding her voice through writing 

stories, an award-winning author 

shares what it was like to grow up in 

the 1960s and 1970s in both the 

North and the South.

I Am Malala: The Girl who Stood Up 

for Education*  by Malala Yousafzai 

(Gr. 6+)
Malala  became an international symbol 

of hope and inspiration when she 

challenged the traditions of her Pakistan 

community, offering insight into the 

influential role of her courageous father.

Chasing Lincoln's Killer* (Gr. 5+) 

by James Swanson
Tells the story of the pursuit and capture 

of John Wilkes Booth and gives a 

day-by-day account of the wild chase to 

find this killer and his accomplices. 

Undefeated: Jim Thorpe and the 
Carlisle Indian School Football team
 by Steve Sheinkin
A great American sport and Native 

American history come together in 

this true story of how Jim Thorpe 

and Pop Warner created the 

legendary Carlisle Indians football 

team.

Code Talkers: A novel about the 
Navajo Marines of World War Two
by Joseph Bruchac 
After being taught in a boarding 
school run by whites that Navajo is 
a useless language, Navajo men are 
recruited by the Marines to become 
Code Talkers, sending messages 
during WWII in their native tongue.

Yellow Star by Jennifer Rozine Roy
From 1939, when Syvia is four and a 

half years old, to 1945 when she has 

just turned ten, a Jewish girl and her 

family struggle to survive in Poland's 

Lodz ghetto during the Nazi 

occupation.

Non-Fiction



I am Princess X by Cherie Priest

Years after writing stories about a 
superheroine character she created 
with a best friend who died in a 
tragic car accident, 16-year-old May 
is shocked to see stickers, patches 
and graffiti images of the 
superheroine appearing all over 
town.

Truly, Devious (Gr.  8+) by Maureen 

Johnson

New at Ellingham Academy, Stevie 

Bell tries to both solve a murder at 

campus and the cold case of a 

double kidnapping.

One of Us is Lying* (Gr. 9+) by Karen 

M.McManus

When one of five students in 

detention is found dead, his 

high-profile classmates—including a 

brainy intellectual, a popular beauty, 

a drug dealer on probation and an 

all-star athlete—are investigated 

and revealed to be the subjects of 

the victim's latest gossip postings.

The Westing Game* by Ellen Raskin 
The mysterious death of an eccentric 
millionaire brings together an 
unlikely assortment of heirs who 
must uncover the circumstances of 
his death before they can claim their 
inheritance.

Three Times Lucky (Gr. 4-7)
By Sheila Turnage

Washed ashore as a baby in tiny 

Tupelo Landing, North Carolina, Mo 

LoBeau, now eleven, and her best 

friend Dale turn detective when the 

amnesiac Colonel, owner of a café 

and co-parent of Mo with his cook, 

Miss Lana, seems implicated in a 

murder.

We Were Liars (Gr. 9+)  by E. Lockhart

Spending the summers on her 
family's private island off the coast 
of Massachusetts with her cousins 
and a special boy named Gat, 
teenage Cadence struggles to 
remember what happened during 
her fifteenth summer.

Mystery



Realistic Fiction

Diamonds in the Shadow by Caroline 
B. Cooney 
The Finches, a Connecticut family, sponsor 

an African refugee family of four, all of 

whom have been scarred by the horrors 

of civil war, and who inadvertently put 

their benefactors in harm's way.

Paper Things* by Jennifer Jacobson
Leaving with her brother when he decides he 

can no longer stay with their guardian, Ari 

endures a life of homelessness that challenges 

her schoolwork, friendships, and the promise 

made to her mother that she and her brother 

would stay together.

Everything, Everything (Gr. 10+); 

others by Nicola Yoon
The story of a teenage girl who's literally 

allergic to the outside world. When a new 

family moves in next door, she begins a 

complicated romance that challenges 

everything she's ever known. The 

narrative unfolds via vignettes, diary 

entries, texts, charts, lists, illustrations, 

and more.

Scar Island by Dan Gemeinhart
Twelve-year-old Jonathan Grisby has been 

sent to the Slabhenge Reformatory School for 

Troubled Boys, a former lunatic asylum which 

is currently run by a sadist who enjoys 

punishing the boys and setting them against 

each other; but when a lightning strike kills 

all the adults the boys find themselves 

suddenly free--and trapped on Scar Island 

which seems to be sinking into the ocean.

Gym Candy* and others by Carl 
Deuker
Groomed by his father to be a star player, 

football is the only thing that has ever really 

mattered to Mick Johnson, who works hard for 

a spot on the varsity team his freshman year, 

then tries to hold onto his edge by using 

steroids, despite the consequences to his 

health and social life.  

See You in the Cosmos* by Jack Cheng
Alex is determined to launch his golden iPod 
into space, just like his hero Carl Sagan 
launched the Golden Record into space ages 
and ages ago. Instead, Alex and his dog wind 
up on a road trip with some unexpected (and 
awesome) traveling companions and more 
than one eye-opening detour.

Harbor Me by Jacqueline Woodson 
When six students are chosen to 

participate in a weekly talk with no adults 

allowed, they discover that when they're 

together, it's safe to share the hopes and 

fears they have to hide from the rest of the 

world

The Stars Beneath our Feet by David 
Barclay Moore
A boy tries to steer a safe path through the 
projects in Harlem in the wake of his 
brother's death.

Moonrise (Gr. 10+) by Sarah Crossan
Joe Moon is in a hot Texas town, renting 

a shabby apartment, trying to find a job, 

and visiting the "Farm" every day at 2 

p.m. to spend as much time as possible 

with his brother on death row.

Turtles All the Way Down (Gr. 9+) by John 
Greene
Aza Holmes is a young woman navigating 
daily existence within the ever-tightening 
spiral of her own thoughts.



Fantasy/SciFi

Aru Shah and the End of Time by Roshani 
Chokshi 
Telling fibs in order to fit in better with 
her wealthier peers, 12-year-old Aru Shah 
spends her school break at the Museum 
of Ancient Indian Art and Culture, where 
her decision to light a cursed lamp 
unwittingly releases an ancient demon.

The Lie Tree* by Frances Hardinge 

On an island off the south coast of Victorian 

England, fourteen-year-old Faith investigates 

the mysterious death of her father, who was 

involved in a scandal, and discovers a tree 

that feeds upon lies and gives those who eat 

its fruit visions of truth.

Ghost Boys* by Jewell Parker Rhodes

After seventh-grader Jerome is shot by a 

white police officer, he observes the 

aftermath of his death and meets the 

ghosts of other fallen black boys including 

historical figure Emmett Till.

The Maze Runner by James Dashner

Sixteen-year-old Thomas wakes up with no 

memory in the middle of a maze and realizes 

he must work with the community in which 

he finds himself if he is to escape.

The Girl Who Drank the Moon* by 

Kelly Barnhill 
A young girl raised by a witch, a swamp 

monster, and a Perfectly Tiny Dragon, who 

must unlock the powerful magic buried 

deep inside her.

Miles Morales: Spider-man* by Jason 

Reynolds (Gr. 9+)
After a misunderstanding leads him to be 

suspended from school, Miles Morales feels 

conflicted about his identity as the new 

Spider-Man, but when his scholarship is 

threatened, he uncovers a plot that puts his 

friends and neighborhood at risk.

The House of Scorpion* (Gr. 6-10) by 

Nancy Farmer

In a future where humans despise clones, 

Matt enjoys special status as the young 

clone of El Patron, the 142-year-old 

leader of a corrupt drug empire nestled 

between Mexico and the United States.

Spirit Hunters by Ellen Oh 

Feeling uncomfortable from the moment she 

arrives in her new home, Harper is dismayed 

by local rumors that her house is haunted 

and that every family that has ever lived 

there has suffered terrible tragedies, a 

situation that turns sinister when her 

cheerful little brother begins acting in 

alarming ways.

The Knife of Never Letting Go by Patrick 

Ness (Gr. 9+)

Pursued by power-hungry Prentiss and 

mad minister Aaron, young Todd and 

Viola set out across New World searching 

for answers about his colony's true past 

and seeking a way to warn the ship 

bringing hopeful settlers from Old World.

Wolf by Wolf* and others by Ryan 

Graudin (Gr. 8+)
 An alternate version of 1956 where the Axis 

powers won WWII, and hold an annual 

motorcycle race across their conjoined 

continents to commemorate their victory.



Historical Fiction

The Blackthorn Key by Kevin Sands
In 1665 London, fourteen-year-old 
Christopher Rowe, apprentice to an 
apothecary, and his best friend, Tom, try 
to uncover the truth behind a mysterious 
cult, following a trail of puzzles, codes, 
pranks, and danger toward an unearthly 
secret with the power to tear the world 
apart.

Heart of a Samurai by Margi Preus

In 1841, rescued by an American whaler 

after a terrible shipwreck leaves him and 

his four companions castaways on a 

remote island, fourteen-year-old 

Manjiro, who dreams of becoming a 

samurai, learns new laws and customs as 

he becomes the first Japanese person to 

set foot in the United States.

The Book Thief* by Markus Zusak
Trying to make sense of the horrors of 

World War II, Death relates the story of 

Liesel--a young German girl whose 

book-stealing and story-telling talents 

help sustain her family and the Jewish 

man they are hiding, as well as their 

neighbors.

The Lions of Little Rock* by Kristin Levine 
In 1958 Little Rock, Arkansas, painfully shy 

twelve-year-old Marlee sees her city and 

family divided over school integration, but 

her friendship with Liz, a new student, helps 

her find her voice and fight against racism.

Echo* by Pam Munoz Ryan 
Decades after a man is entwined in a 

prophecy-based quest involving three 

mysterious sisters and a harmonica, three 

individuals from different areas of the 

world confront daunting challenges 

involving the same harmonica.

Midnight Without a Moon* by Linda 

Williams Jackson

Rose Lee Carter, a thirteen-year-old 

African-American girl, dreams of life beyond 

the Mississippi cotton fields during the 

summer of 1955, but when Emmett Till is 

murdered and his killers are unjustly 

acquitted, Rose is torn between seeking her 

destiny outside of Mississippi or staying and 

being a part of an important movement.

Fallout by Todd Strasser 
Scott's dad is the only one in the 

neighborhood who builds a bomb shelter 

during the Cuban Missile Crisis, and 

when the time comes, more neighbors 

enter the shelter than Scott's dad is 

prepared for.

Prisoner B-3087*; and others by Alan 

Gratz
Based on the life of Jack Gruener, this book 

relates his story of survival from the Nazi 

occupation of Krakow, when he was eleven, 

through a succession of concentration camps, 

to the final liberation of Dachau.

Girl on the Plane by Miriam Moss 

A fictionalized story based on the 

amazing real life experiences of 

Miriam Moss, a fifteen year old 

English schoolgirl who was held 

hostage on a plane hijacked by the 

Palestinian Liberation Front in 1970

Salt to the Sea* and others by Ruta 

Sepetys (Gr. 8+) 
As World War II draws to a close, refugees try 

to escape the war's final dangers, only to find 

themselves aboard a ship with a target on its 

hull.


