
Eighth Grade Summer Reading 2019  
Read at least 4-5 books of your choice this summer.  The list below, created with input by this year’s 8th grade 
class, is available to help you find a book. You are not limited to books on this list.  Feel free to consider other 
sources for inspiration, including lists on the Duke School library website. Keep track of the books that you read over 
the summer.  

During the first week of school, be prepared to share with classmates and teachers what you liked and why you 
liked it. You will complete an assignment on your summer reading.    

Students recommended the majority of the books on this list; the content and level of difficulty vary.  If School 
Library Journal assesses the book as higher than a 8th grade level (e.g., based on text structure, vocab and/or 
sophistication of themes), this list provides that info.

* Indicates book won a literary award and/or was starred in review journals.

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED BY THE CLASS OF 2019

All the Light We Cannot See* 

(Adult) by Anthony Doerr
A blind French girl on the run from the 

German occupation and a German 

orphan-turned-Resistance tracker 

struggle with respective beliefs after 

meeting on the Brittany coast.

March* (series) by John Lewis.
A first-hand account of the author's 

lifelong struggle for civil and human 

rights spans his youth in rural Alabama, 

his life-changing meeting with Martin 

Luther King, Jr., and the birth of the 

Nashville Student Movement.  In graphic 

novel format.

Carry On* and others by Rainbow 

Rowell
During his last year at Watford School of 

Magicks, Simon Snow, the Chosen One, 

faces a magic-eating monster wearing 

his face, a break-up, and a missing 

nemesis.

The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo

Xiomara Batista feels unheard and 

unable to hide in her Harlem 

neighborhood. Ever since her body 

grew into curves, she has learned to 

let her fists and her fierceness do 

the talking.

Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close  

(Adult) by Jonathan Safran Foer

Oskar Schell, the nine-year-old son of a 

man killed in the World Trade Center 

attacks, searches the five boroughs of 

New York City for a lock that fits a black 

key his father left behind.

Ready Player One* by Ernest Cline 

(Adult)

Immersing himself in a mid-21st-century 

virtual utopia to escape an ugly real 

world of famine, poverty, and disease, 

Wade Watts joins an increasingly violent 

effort to solve a series of puzzles by the 

virtual world's creator.

I’ll Give You the Sun (Grade 9+) by 

Jandy Nelson

A story of first love, family, loss, and 

betrayal told from different points in 

time, and in separate voices, by artists 

Jude and her twin brother Noah.

Shadow and Bone trilogy by Leigh 
Bardugo
Orphaned by the Border Wars, Alina 

Starkov is taken from obscurity and her 

only friend, Mal, to become the protege 

of the mysterious Darkling, who trains 

her to join the magical elite in the belief 

that she is the Sun Summoner, who can 

destroy the monsters of the Fold.



Animals Great and Small (Adult) by 
James Herriot
A country veterinary surgeon in 

Yorkshire describes the joys and trials of 

his profession and recalls his early 

career and experiences with his unique 

clientele.

A Hope More Powerful than the 

Sea* (young reader or adult editions) 

by Melissa Fleming
Syrian refugee Doaa Zamel, who was 

cast adrift in a frigid sea with the 

children of drowned parents after their 

dangerously overcrowded ship sank, 

details their  what experiences reveal 

about an ongoing international crisis.

Becoming Kareem by Kareem 

Abdul-Jabbar

An autobiography about Kareem 

Abdul-Jabbar and his life growing up in 

New York, becoming the basketball star 

he's known to be, and getting involved 

in the world around him as an activist 

for social change

In the Shadow of Liberty: The Hidden 

history of slavery, four presidents, and 

five black lives* by Kenneth C. Davis

An examination of American slavery 

through the true stories of five enslaved 

people who were considered the 

property of some of our best-known 

presidents.

Born a Crime (young reader or adult 

editions) by Trevor Noah

A middle-grade adaptation of The Daily 

Show host's best-selling adult memoir 

traces his experiences growing up half 

black, half white in South Africa under 

and after apartheid, describing how he 

used his wits and humor to navigate a 

harsh life under a racist government.

Irena’s Children by Tilar J. Mazzeo
The story of a Holocaust rescuer to 

reveal the formidable risks she took to 

her own safety to save some 2,500 

children from death and deportation in 

Nazi-occupied Poland during WWII.

Chasing Martin Luther King’s 

Killer* by James L. Swanson
An inside look into the lives of Martin 

Luther King, Jr. and his assassin, James 

Earl Ray, discussing the history of the 

time and systematically examining the 

assassination and its aftermath.

The Faithful Spy: Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

and the plot to kill Hitler* by John 

Hendrix. 

A true and gripping spy story, this 

graphic biography describes pivotal 

moments in the career of Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer, whose religious faith led 

him to devote his life to the German 

Resistance to Hitler. Visual metaphors in 

the powerful illustrations convey the 

looming danger.

Non-Fiction



Realistic Fiction

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the 

Night-time*  (Adult) by Mark Haddon 

Despite his overwhelming fear of 

interacting with people, Christopher, a 

mathematically-gifted, autistic 15-year-old 

boy, decides to investigate the murder of 

a neighbor's dog and uncovers secret 

information about his mother.

I’m Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter* 

(Gr. 10+) by Erika L. Sanchez 
When the sister who delighted their parents 

by her faithful embrace of Mexican culture 

dies in a tragic accident, Julia, who longs to 

go to college and move into a home of her 

own, discovers from mutual friends that her 

sister may not have been as perfect as 

believed.

Every Last Word by Tamara Ireland 
Stone 
Consumed by a stream of dark thoughts 

and worries that she can't turn off, a girl 

coping with Purely-Obsessional OCD 

learns to accept herself and take control 

of her life through her experiences in 

poetry club.

The inexplicable logic of my life by Benjamin 

Alire Saenz

A story set on the American border with 

Mexico, about family and friendship, life and 

death, and one teen struggling to understand 

what his adoption does and doesn't mean 

about who he is.

Far From the Tree* by Robin Benway
Feeling incomplete as an adopted child 

after placing her own baby up for 

adoption, teen Grace tracks down her 

biological siblings and finds herself 

struggling with the dynamics of being a 

middle child between an embittered older 

brother and an outspoken younger sister.

Mayday by Karen Harrington
Wayne Kovok loses his uncle to war and his 

voice to a plane crash in the same year and 

must learn to speak up as he navigates 

relationships with his father, grandfather, 

and new friend, Denny Rosenblatt.

Ghost and others by Jason Reynolds

Ghost, a naturally talented runner and 

troublemaker, is recruited for an elite 

middle school track team. He must stay 

on track, literally and figuratively, to 

reach his full potential.

Moxie by Jennifer Mathieu
In a small Texas town where high school 

football reigns supreme, Viv, sixteen, starts a 

feminist revolution using 

anonymously-written zines.

I, Claudia* by Mary McCoy 
Over the course of her high school years, 

awkward Claudia McCarthy finds herself 

unwittingly drawn into the dark side of 

her school's student government, with 

dire consequences

Swim that Rock by John Rocco
When an unlikely friendship is sparked 

between relatively popular Kit Lowell and 

socially isolated David Drucker, Kit asks David 

for his help figuring out the how and why of 

her father's tragic car accident.



Fantasy/SciFi

Children of Blood and Bone* (Gr. 9+) 

by Tomi Adeyemi
Coming of age in a land where her magi 

mother was killed by the zealous king's 

guards along with other former wielders 

of magic, Zelie embarks on a journey 

alongside her brother and a fugitive 

princess to restore her people's magical 

abilities.

Strange the Dreamer* (series) by Laini Taylor 

(Gr. 9+)

In the aftermath of a war between gods and 

men, a hero, a librarian, and a girl must battle 

the fantastical elements of a mysterious city 

stripped of its name.

The Darkest Minds* by Alexandra 

Bradken (Gr. 9+)
Sixteen-year-old Ruby breaks out of a 

government-run "rehabilitation camp" for 

teens who acquired dangerous powers 

after surviving a virus that wiped out most 

American children.

Three Dark Crowns*  by Kendare Blake

On the island of Fennbirn, triplet sisters 

who each wield a coveted magic skill and 

claim an equal right to the throne must 

fight to the death when they turn sixteen 

for the title of Queen Crowned.

Scythe* by Neal Shusterman 
In a world where disease has been 

eliminated, the only way to die is to be 

randomly killed ('gleaned') by professional 

reapers ('scythes'). Two teens must 

compete with each other to become a 

scythe--a position neither of them wants. 

The one who becomes a scythe must kill 

the one who doesn't.

Throne of Glass* (Gr. 9+) by Sarah J 

Maas
After she has served a year of hard labor in 

the salt mines of Endovier for her crimes, 

Crown Prince Dorian offers eighteen-year-old 

assassin Celaena Sardothien her freedom on 

the condition that she act as his champion in 

a competition to find a new royal assassin.

Six of Crows* and others by Leigh 

Bardugo
Six dangerous outcasts must learn to 

work together after they are offered an 

impossible heist that can save the world 

from destruction.

Tomorrow When the War Began* by  
John Marsden

Seven Australian teenagers return from a 

camping trip in the bush to discover that 

their country has been invaded and they 

must hide to stay alive.

Strange and Beautiful Sorrows of 

Ava Lavender* (Gr. 9+) by Leslye J. 

Walton 
Born with bird wings, Ava Lavender is 

well aware that love has long made fools 

of her family. When pious Nathaniel 

Sorrows mistakes her bird wings for 

angel wings, 16-year-old Ava faces the 

man's growing obsession, which comes 

to a head with the rain and feathers that 

fly through the air during a nighttime 

summer solstice celebration.

When We Wake*by Karen Healey

In 2027, 16-year-old Tegan is like every other 

girl. But then Tegan dies, waking up 100 years 

in the future as the unknowing first 

government guinea pig to be cryogenically 

frozen and successfully revived. Appalling 

secrets about her new world come to light, 

and Tegan must choose to either keep her 

head down or fight for a better future.



Historical Fiction

A Night Divided* by Jennifer A. 

Nielsen
When her family is divided by the rise of 

the Berlin Wall, Gerda harbors forbidden 

thoughts about freedom and reuniting 

with her loved ones before a coded 

message from her father inspires a daring 

plan.

Grenade* by Alan Gratz
Fourteen-year-old native Okinawan Hideki, 

drafted into the Blood and Iron Student 

Corps, is handed two grenades and told to go 

kill American soldiers; Hideki does not really 

want to kill anyone, he just wants to find his 

family, and his struggle across the island will 

finally bring him face-to-face with Ray, a 

marine in his very first battle--and the choice 

he makes then will change his life forever.

Beneath a Scarlet Sky (Adult) by Mark T. 

Sullivan

A teenage boy in 1940s Italy becomes part 

of an underground railroad that helps 

Jews escape through the Alps but is forced 

by his parents to enlist as a German 

soldier for his own protection, where he 

becomes a spy for the Allies. Based on a 

true story. 

Lay that Trumpet in our Hands (Adult) by 
Susan Carol McCarthy
After Florida Klansmen abduct and kill a 
nineteen-year-old African-American citrus 
picker in the spring of 1951, Reesa McMahon 
finds the world she knows and the people 
she loves forever changed by the tragedy.

Blood Water Paint* by Joy McCullough

In Renaissance Italy, Artemisia Gentileschi 

endures the subjugation of women that 

allows her father to take credit for her 

extraordinary paintings, rape and the 

ensuing trial, and torture, buoyed by her 

deceased mother's stories of strong 

women of the Bible.

The Night Diary* by Veera Hiranandani 
Shy twelve-year-old Nisha, forced to flee her 

home with her Hindu family during the 1947 

partition of India, tries to find her voice and 

make sense of the world falling apart around 

her by writing to her deceased Muslim 

mother in the pages of her diary.

City of Thieves* (Adult) by David 

Benioff 
Lev Beniov, having been arrested for 

looting the corpse of a German 

paratrooper, is given the opportunity to 

be released from jail if he can secure 

twelve eggs to be used in the colonel's 

daughter's wedding cake by traversing 

the dangerous streets of Leningrad.

Sunrise Over Fallujah* and others by 

Walter Dean Myers
Robin Perry, from Harlem, is sent to Iraq in 

2003 as a member of the Civilian Affairs 

Battalion, and his time there profoundly 

changes him.

Dreamland Burning* by Jennifer 
Latham

When Rowan finds a skeleton on her 

family's property, investigating the 

brutal, century-old murder leads to 

painful discoveries about the past. 

Alternating chapters tell the story of 

William, another teen grappling with the 

racial firestorm leading up to the 1921 

Tulsa race riot, providing some clues to 

the mystery.

X: A Novel* by Ilyasah Shabazz

Follows the childhood of the civil rights 

leader Malcolm X to his imprisonment at age 

twenty, where he found the faith that would 

lead him to his path towards activism and 

justice.



Mystery/Horror

A Study in Charlotte (Gr. 9+) by 

Brittany Cavallaro

Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson 

descendants, Charlotte and Jamie, 

students at a Connecticut boarding 

school, team up to solve a murder 

mystery.

Pet Sematary (Adult) and others by 

Stephen King
When the Creeds move into a beautiful old 
house in rural Maine, it all seems too good to 
be true. But the nearby woods hide a 
blood-chilling truth--more terrifying than death 
itself--and hideously more powerful. The 
Creeds are going to learn that sometimes 
dead is better.

Anya’s Ghost* by Vera Brosgol

Anya, embarrassed by her Russian 

immigrant family and self-conscious 

about her body, has given up on fitting 

in at school but falling down a well 

and making friends with the ghost 

there just may be worse.

Greetings From Witness Protection by Jake 

Burt

Thirteen-year-old Nikki Demere is an 

orphan and a kleptomaniac, making her 

the perfect girl to portray the Trevors' 

daughter in witness protection, but she 

soon learns that the biggest threat to her 

new family's security comes from her 

own past.


