
Fifth Grade Summer Reading 2019  
Please read at least 4-5 books of your choice this summer. The list below, created by this year’s 5th graders, is available 
to help you find a book. You are not limited to books on this list. 

Keep track of the books that you read over the summer in your noticing book. During the first week of school, be 
prepared to share with classmates and teachers what you liked and why you liked it. 

Because many of these titles are student recommendations, the content and level of difficulty vary and, therefore, grade 
recommendations are included in the list. These recommendations (i.e., Gr. 5+) are taken from School Library Journal, 
which assesses based on text structure, vocab and/or sophistication of themes. 

**Indicates book won a literary award or was starred in review journals. 
New & Not to Be Missed

Drum Roll, Please (Gr 5–8) By Lisa Jenn Bigelow

Unexpectedly enjoying her membership in a band 

she was talked into joining, drummer Melly 

embarks on what she believes will be a rocking 

summer at camp only to find everything upended 

by her parents' separation, her best friend's 

estrangement, her crush on a fellow camper and 

her doubts about her performance readiness.

New Kid** (Gr. 4-7) by Jerry Craft 

After his parents send him to a 

prestigious private school known for 

its academics, Jordan Banks finds 

himself torn between two worlds.

Endling (Gr. 4-7) by Katherine Applegate

Byx, the last of the dairnes, sets out to find others 

of her kind and along the way meets new allies. The 

group soon uncovers a secret that threatens the 

lives of every creature in their world.

Small Spaces** (Gr. 5-8) by Katherine 
Arden
After eleven-year-old Ollie's school bus 
mysteriously breaks down on a field trip, 
she has to take a trip through scary 
woods, and must use all of her wits to 
survive. She must stick to small spaces.

Front Desk** (Gr. 4-6) by Kelly Yang

After emigrating from China, ten-year-old Mia 

Tang's parents take a job managing a rundown 

motel, despite the nasty owner, Mr. Yao, who 

exploits them, while she works the front desk and 

tries to cope with fitting in at her school.

The Unteachables (Gr. 4-6) by Gordon 

Korman

The Unteachables never thought they’d 

find a teacher who had a worse attitude 

than they did. And Mr. Kermit never 

thought he would actually care about 

teaching again. Over the course of a 

school year, though, room 117 will 

experience mayhem, destruction—and 

maybe even a shot at redemption. 

The Last Last-Day-of Summer by L. R. Giles
When adventurous cousins Otto and Sheed Alston 
accidentally extend the last day of summer by 
freezing time, they find the secrets between the 
unmoving seconds are not as much fun as they 
expected.
 

Willa of the Wood (Gr. 4-6) by 

Robert Beatty
In the late 1800s, a twelve-year-old night 

spirit living in the Great Smoky Mountains 

despairs as homesteaders destroy her 

forest habitat, until a chance encounter 

with a "day-folk" man changes everything 

she thought she knew about her 

people--and their greatest enemy.



Non-Fiction

Amelia Lost: The Life and 
Disappearance of Amelia Earhart** 
(Gr. 4-7)  by Candace Fleming 
The story of Amelia Earhart's life-as a 

child, a woman, and a pilot-and describes 

the search for her missing plane.

How They Croaked: The Awful Ends of 
the Awfully Famous** (Gr. 5-9) by 
Georgia Bragg 
A look at the deaths of several famous 
people throughout history and the 
circumstances surrounding those deaths.

Bomb: The Race to Steal and Build 
the World’s Most Dangerous 
Weapon** (Gr. 5+) and others by 
Steve Sheinkin
Recounts the scientific discoveries 
that enabled atom splitting, the 
military intelligence operations that 
occurred in rival countries, and the 
work of brilliant scientists hidden at 
Los Alamos.

Little Leaders: Bold Women in Black 
History** (Gr. 4+)  by Vashti Harrison
Features female figures of black history, 
including abolitionist Sojourner Truth, 
pilot Bessie Coleman, chemist Alice Ball, 
and politician Shirley Chisholm. 

George Washington, spymaster: how 

America Outspied the British and 

Won the Revolutionary War (Gr. 6-9) 
by Thomas B. Allen

A biography of Revolutionary War general 

and first President of the United States, 

George Washington, focusing on his use of 

spies to gather intelligence that helped 

the colonies win the war.

The President Has Been Shot  (Gr. 6+)  by 
Peter Brown
Recounts the 35th president's assassination 
and details key events while sharing 
informative back matter and archival 
photographs.

Ghost in the Fog: The Untold Story 
of Alaska's WWII Invasion** (Gr. 6-8)
By Samantha Seiple
An account of the Japanese invasion 
and occupation of the Aleutian 
Islands during WWII, told from the 
perspectives of an American civilian 
and soldiers from both sides of the 
conflict.

Proud: Living my American Dream** (Gr. 

6+) by Ibtihaj Muhammad

Shares the life story of the Olympic 

fencer, including how she overcame 

feeling out of place in her sport and how 

she became the first American woman to 

compete in the Olympics wearing a hijab.

Hidden Figures: young readers' 

edition by Margot Lee Shetterly 

The amazing true story of four 

African-American female 

mathematicians at NASA who helped 

achieve some of the greatest 

moments in our space program.

Twelve Days in May: Freedom Ride 1961* 

(Gr. 5+) by Larry Dane Brimner

For twelve history-making days in May 1961, 
thirteen black and white civil rights activists, 
also known as the “Freedom Riders,” traveled 
by bus into the South to draw attention to 
the unconstitutional segregation still taking 
place. Despite their peaceful protests, the 
Freedom Riders were met with increasing 
violence the further south they traveled.



Historical Fiction

90 Miles to Havana (Gr. 5-8) 
by Enrique Flores-Galbis
Julian's parents, hoping to protect him 

from the dangers of the turmoil in Cuba, 

send him to the United States in 1961 as 

part of Operation Pedro Pan, not realizing 

that life in a Miami refugee camp holds its 

own perils.

Jefferson’s Sons** (Gr. 5-8)

By Kimberly Bradley

A fictionalized look at the last twenty years 
of Thomas Jefferson's life at Monticello 
through the eyes of three of his slaves, two 
of whom were his sons by his slave, Sally 
Hemings.

The Red Umbrella** (Grade 5-8)
 by Christina Gonzalez 
In 1961 after Castro has come to power 
in Cuba, fourteen-year-old Lucia and her 
seven-year-old brother are sent to the 
United States when her parents, who are 
not in favor of the new regime, fear that 
the children will be taken away from 
them as others have been..

The Whiz Mob and the Grenadine Kid 
**(Gr 5-8)
By Colin Meloy
After witnessing a troupe of pickpockets pull 

off an incredible robbery in a busy Marseille 

square, Charlie Fisher agrees to protect one 

of the thieves if they teach him their ways, 

leading him into a world of adventure with 

global stakes.

Woods Runner (Gr. 6-9)
By Gary Paulsen
From his 1776 Pennsylvania homestead, 
thirteen-year-old Samuel, who is a 
highly-skilled woodsman, sets out toward 
New York City to rescue his parents from a 
band of British soldiers. Includes historical 
notes.

Project 1065** (Gr. 6-8) by Alan Gratz
Michael O'Shaunessy, originally from Ireland, 

now lives in Nazi Germany with his parents. 

Like the other boys in his school, Michael is a 

member of the Hitler Youth. But Michael has 

a secret. He and his parents are spies.

The Green Glass Sea** (Gr. 5-8)
By Ellen Klages
While her father works on the 
Manhattan Project, eleven-year-old 
gadget lover and outcast Dewey 
Kerrigan lives in Los Alamos Camp, 
and becomes friends with Suze, 
another young girl who is shunned by 
her peers.

Stella by Starlight** (Gr. 4-8)
By Sharon M Draper
When a burning cross set by the Klan causes 
panic and fear in 1932 Bumblebee, North 
Carolina, fifth-grader Stella must face 
prejudice and find the strength to demand 
change in her segregated town.

Heart of a Samurai: Based on the 
True Story of Nakahama Manjiro ** 
(Gr 5+) by Margi Preus 
In 1841, rescued by an American after a 

terrible shipwreck leaves him and his 

four companions castaways, 

fourteen-year-old Manjiro, who dreams 

of becoming a samurai, learns new laws 

and customs as he becomes the first 

Japanese person to set foot in the United 

States.

The War I Finally Won and prequel** 
(Gr. 6-8) 
by Margaret Peterson Haddix
In 1927, at the urging of twenty-one-year-old 
Harriet, Mrs. Livingston reluctantly recalls her 
experiences at the Triangle Shirtwaist factory, 
including miserable working conditions that 
led to a strike, then the fire that took the 
lives of her two bestfriends, when Harriet, 
the boss's daughter, was only five years old. 
Includes historical notes



Realistic Fiction

Almost Home by Joan Bauer 

(Gr. 5–8)  
Sixth-grader Sugar and her mother lose 
their beloved house and experience the 
harsh world of homelessness.

Insignificant Events in the Life of a 
Cactus ** (Gr. 5-8)  by Dusti Bowling
Aven Green was born without arms—so she 

knows she’ll become the center of unwanted 

attention at her new school. But she bonds 

with Connor, a classmate with his own 

disability to conquer. 

Crossover** (Gr. 6-8) by Kwame 
Alexander
Fourteen-year-old twin basketball stars Josh 

and Jordan wrestle with highs and lows on 

and off the court as their father ignores his 

declining health.

Ivy Aberdeen’s Letter to the World ** 
(Gr. 4-7) by Ashley Herring Blake
After travelling from Brooklyn to Oakland, 

California, to spend a month with the mother 

they barely know, Delphine and her two 

younger sisters arrive to a cold welcome as 

they discover that their mother is resentful of 

their visit. 

Fish in a Tree** by Lynda Mullaly Hunt 
(Gr. 4-6)
Ally's greatest fear is that everyone will 
find out she is as dumb as they think she is 
because she still doesn't know how to 
read.

Lemons (Gr. 3-6 ) by Melissa Savage
After her mother dies in 1975, ten-year-old 
Lemonade must live with her grandfather in a 
small town famous for Bigfoot sightings and 
soon becomes friends with Tobin, a quirky 
Bigfoot investigator.

Fuzzy Mud ** and others by Louis 
Sachar (Gr. 5-8)
Two middle-grade kids take a shortcut 

home from school and discover what 

looks like fuzzy mud but is actually a 

substance with the potential to wreak 

havoc on the entire world.

The One and Only Ivan**(Gr. 5-8)
 by Katherine Applegate
When Ivan, a gorilla who has lived for years 
in a down-and-out circus-themed mall, meets 
Ruby, a baby elephant that has been added 
to the mall, he decides that he must find her 
a better life.

The Great Greene Heist** (Gr. 5-8) 
by Varian Johnson
Jackson Greene has a reputation as a 

prankster at Maplewood Middle School, 

but after the last disaster he is trying to go 

straight--but when it looks like Keith 

Sinclair may steal the election for school 

president from Jackson's former best friend 

Gabriela, he assembles a team to make 

sure Keith does not succeed.

A Series of Unfortunate Events** (Gr. 
4-6) by Lemony Snicket
After the sudden death of their parents, 
the three Baudelaire children must 
depend on each other and their wits 
when it turns out that the distant relative 
who is appointed their guardian is 
determined to use any means necessary 
to get their fortune.

Hatchet** (Gr. 8+) by Gary Paulsen 
After a plane crash, thirteen-year-old 
Brian spends fifty-four days in the 
wilderness, learning to survive initially 
with only the aid of a hatchet given him 
by his mother, and learning also to 
survive his parents' divorce .

Tangerine** (Gr. 6-8) by Edward Bloor
Twelve-year-old Paul fights for the right 
to play soccer despite his near blindness 
and slowly begins to remember the 
incident that damaged his eyesight.



Fantasy/Science Fiction

Fablehaven series (Gr. 6-8) 
by Brandon Mull
When Kendra and Seth go to stay at 
their grandparents' estate, they discover 
that it is a sanctuary for magical 
creatures and that a battle between good 
and evil is looming.

A Tale Dark and Grimm series**  

by Adam Gidwitz (Gr. 3 +) 
If you think of fairy tales as nice,, A Tale Dark 

& Grimm will make you think again. Weaving 

the disturbing bits of several Brothers Grimm 

tales and plenty of mischief into a single story

The Girl With Silver Eyes** (Grade 
5-7)   by Wil Davis Roberts
A 10-year-old girl, who has always 
looked different from other children 
discovers that she not only has 
unusual powers but that there are 
others like her.

Wild Robot **(Gr 4-7)
by Peter Brown
Roz the robot discovers that she is alone on 
a remote, wild island with no memory of 
where she is from or why she is there, and 
her only hope of survival is to try to learn 
about her new environment from the 
island's hostile inhabitants.

Land of Stories series** (Gr. 5-8)
By Chris Colfer
(First book in series) "Through the 
mysterious powers of a cherished book of 
stories, twins Alex and Conner leave their 
world behind and find themselves in a 
foreign land full of wonder and magic 
where they come face-to-face with the 
fairy tale characters they grew up reading 
about"--

Michael Vey series **
(Gr. 6-8) by Richard Evans
(First book in series) Michael Vey, a 
fourteen-year old who has Tourette's 
syndrome and special electric powers, finds 
there are others like him, and must rely on 
his powers to save himself and the others 
from a diabolical group seeking to control 
them.

Percy Jackson series** (Gr. 5-8)
By Rick Riordan
(First book in series) After learning that 
he is the son of a mortal woman and 
Poseidon, god of the sea, twelve-year-old 
Percy is sent to a summer camp for 
demigods like himself, and joins his new 
friends on a quest to prevent a war 
between the gods.

A Wrinkle in Tme** (Gr. 5-8)
By Madeleine L’Engle
Awarded the Newbery Medal, 1963. Meg and 
her friends are spirited to another world by 
three extraterrestrial beings.

The Lion, the Witch, and the 
Wardrobe ** (Gr 5+) by CS Lewis 
Four English school children find their 
way through the back of a wardrobe 
into the magic land of Narnia and assist 
Aslan, the golden lion, to triumph over 
the White Witch, who has cursed the 
land with eternal winter.

Unicorn in the Barn(Adult) 
by Jacqueline Ogburn
Fifth-grader Eric's life transforms when he 
encounters a unicorn in the woods around 
Chinaberry Creek and discovers a special 
veterinary clinic that cares for "supernatural 
exotic patients.".

The Name of This Book is Secret ** 
(Gr 5-8) by Pseudonymous Bosche
Cassandra and Max find a missing 
magician's notebook and start to 
investigate the fire which burnt down his 
house and his mysterious "symphony of 
smells."

Endling (Gr. 4-8)
by Katherine Applegate 
Believed to possess mythical powers as the 

youngest member of her doglike dairne pack, Byx 

fears she has become the last of her species when 

her family is hunted to near-extinction, forcing her 

to band together with a ragtag group of animals 

and humans who help put into motion events that 

could trigger war throughout their kingdom.



Mystery

Chomp and others**(6-9) by Carl 
Hiaasen
When the star of the reality television 

show disappears while filming an 

episode in the Florida using animals 

from the wildlife refuge run by Wahoo 

Crane's family, Wahoo and classmate 

Tuna Gordon set out to find him.

Last Shot: a Final Four Mystery and 

others ** (Gr. 6-10) by John Feinstein 
After winning a basketball contest, eighth 

graders Stevie and Susan Carol are sent to 

cover the Final Four tournament, where they 

discover that a talented player is being 

blackmailed into throwing the final game.

Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library 
(Gr 4-7) ** by Chris Grabenstein 
Billionaire Luigi Lemoncello wants to add 

his childhood library to a town.He invites 

12-year-olds to the library lock-in. The kids 

have to use stuff in the library to get out 

of the library. 

The London Eye Mystery **(Gr 5-8)
by Siobhan Dowd
When Ted and Kat's cousin Salim 

disappears from the London Eye ferris 

wheel, the two siblings work 

together---to try to solve the mystery of 

what happened to Salim.

The Ghost of Tupelo Landing and 

others (Gr. 4-6)**by Sheila Turnage 
Mo LoBeau, eleven, and her best friend 

Dale turn detective when the amnesiac 

Colonel, owner of a café and co-parent of 

Mo with his cook, Miss Lana, seems 

implicated in a murder.

Wait Till Helen Comes** (Gr. 5-8)
By Mary Downing Hahn
Molly and Michael dislike their spooky 
new stepsister, Heather, but realize that 
they must try to save her when she 
seems ready to follow a ghost child to 
her doom.

Belly Up and others** (Gr. 5-8)

By Stuart Gibbs

Twelve-year-old Teddy investigates 

when a popular Texas zoo's star 

attraction--Henry the 

hippopotamus--is murdered.

Serafina and the Black Coat series **
By Robert Beatty (Gr. 5-8)
In 1899, a twelve-year-old rat catcher on 
North Carolina's Biltmore estate teams up 
with the estate owner's young nephew to 
battle a great evil and, in the process, unlocks 
the puzzle of her past.

Greenglass House (Gr.5-8)

By Kate Milford
At Greenglass House, a smuggler's inn, 

twelve-year-old Milo, the innkeepers' 

adopted son, plans to spend his winter 

holidays relaxing, but soon guests are 

arriving with stranges tories about the 

house that send Milo and Meddy, the 

cook's daughter, on an adventure.

Walls Within Walls(Gr. 5-8)
By Maureen Sherry
When the Smithfork family moves into a 
lavish Manhattan apartment building, they 
discover clues to a decades-old mystery 
hidden behind the walls of their new home.


