
Sixth Grade Top Book Recommendations 2020

A favorite end-of-year tradition the DS Middle School Library shares with its students is creating summer reading lists.  We used an abbreviated 
process this year.  Below are a range of the titles that this year's sixth grade class loved and highly recommends.

For more inspiration, be sure also to see:  
- the summer reading lists from 2019
- all the lists posted on the library website

Please read at least 4-5 books of your choice this summer. The list below is available to help you find a book. You are not limited to books on this 
list. Keep track of the books that you read over the summer in your noticing book. During the first week of school, be prepared to share with 
classmates and teachers what you liked and why you liked it.

Title Author Description SLJ Grade Rec

FANTASY

Aru Shah (series) Roshani Chokshi 
Telling fibs in order to fit in better with her wealthier peers, 12-
year-old Aru Shah spends her school break at the Museum of 
Ancient Indian Art and Culture, where her decision to light a 
cursed lamp unwittingly releases an ancient demon.

Gr. 3-6

Carry On Rainbow Rowell
During his last year at Watford School of Magicks, Simon Snow, 
the Chosen One, faces a magic-eating monster wearing his face, 
a break-up, and a missing nemesis.

Gr. 8+

Fablehaven Brandon Mull
When Kendra and Seth go to stay at their grandparents' estate, 
they discover that it is a sanctuary for magical creatures and that 
a battle between good and evil is looming.



Lunar Chronicles By Marissa Meyers

Set on a plague-ravaged future Earth -- retells the stories of four 
oppressed, but empowered, fairy tale heroines. New characters 
are woven into each book creating a separate but layered story 
connected to Cinder, a cyborg version of Cinderella. Each heroine 
fights for a happy, and romantic, ever after. Gr. 7-10

Miss Peregrine's School for 
Peculiar Children (series)

 Ransom Riggs

After a family tragedy, Jacob feels compelled to explore an 
abandoned orphanage on an island off the coast of Wales, 
discovering disturbing facts about the children who were kept 
there.

Gr. 8+

The Selection (series) Kiera Cass

America Singer is living in the caste-divided nation of Illea, which 
formed after the war that destroyed the United States. America is 
chosen to compete in the Selection-, a contest to see which girl 
can win the heart of Illea's prince--but all she really wants is a 
chance for a future with her secret love, who is a caste below her. Gr. 8+

The Shadows (Books of 
Elsewhere series) Jacqueline West

When eleven-year-old Olive and her distracted parents move into 
an old Victorian mansion, Olive finds herself ensnared in a dark 
plan involving some mysterious paintings, a trapped and angry 
nine-year-old boy, and three talking cats.

Gr. 4-6 

Six of Crows (and others) Leigh Bardugo
Six dangerous outcasts must learn to work together after they are 
offered an impossible heist that can save the world from 
destruction.

Gr. 7+

A Twisted Tale series. Liz Braswell (and 
others)

What if Sleeping Beauty never woke up and was trapped in a 
nightmare? What if Little Mermaid Ariel never defeated Ursula and 
was left voiceless? In each volume, a classic hero's story is 
reimagined as a darker fantasy adventure where happily ever 
afters don't come so easily.

Gr. 7+

Wrinkle in TIme Madeleine L'Engle

Meg and Charles Wallace set out with their friend Calvin in a 
search for their father. His top secret job as a physicist for the 
government has taken him away and the children search through 
time and space to find him.



REALISTIC FICTION

Fish In A Tree
Lynda Mullaly Hunt Ally's greatest fear is that everyone will find out she is as dumb as 

they think she is because she still doesn't know how to read"

Gr. 4-6

Insignificant Events in the Life of 
a Cactus Dusti Bowling

Aven was born without arms. When her dad takes a job running a 
western theme park in Arizona, she knows she’ll become the 
center of unwanted attention at her new school. But she bonds 
with Connor, a classmate with his own disability to conquer. Then 
they discover a room at the park that holds bigger secrets than 
Aven ever could have imagined. Gr. 5-8

Little Women Louisa May Alcott Chronicles the joys and sorrows of the four March sisters as they 
grow into young women in nineteenth-century New England.

One of Us is Lying Karen M. McManus

When one of five students in detention is found dead, his high-
profile classmates—including a brainy intellectual, a popular 
beauty, a drug dealer on probation and an all-star athlete—are 
investigated and revealed to be the subjects of the victim's latest 
gossip postings. Gr. 8+

See You At Harry's (and others) Jo Knowles

Fern feels invisible in her family, where grumpy 18 y/o Sarah is working 
at the family restaurant, 14 y/o Holden is struggling with school bullies 
and his emerging homosexuality, and adorable, 3 y/o Charlie is always 
the center of attention, and when tragedy strikes, the fragile bond holding 
the family together is stretched almost to the breaking point.

Gr. 6-9

Strange Birds: A Field Guide to 
Ruffling Feathers Celia C. Perez

After Ofelia, Aster, Cat, and Lane fail to persuade a local girls club 
to change an outdated tradition, they form an alternative group 
that shakes up their sleepy Florida town.

Gr. 4-7

Truly Devious (mystery) Maureen Johnson

Ellingham Academy is a famous private school in Vermont for the 
brightest thinkers, inventors, and artists. It was founded by Albert 
Ellingham, an early twentieth century tycoon, who wanted to make 
a wonderful place full of riddles, twisting pathways, and gardens. 
“A place,” he said, “where learning is a game.

Gr.8+

Wish Barbara O'Connor
A story about a girl who, with the help of the dog of her dreams, 
discovers that family doesn't always have to be related--they are 
simply people who love you for who you are

Gr. 4-6



HISTORICAL FICTION

A Night Divided Jennifer A. Nielsen

When her family is divided by the rise of the Berlin Wall, twelve-
year-old Gerda harbors forbidden thoughts about freedom and 
reuniting with her loved ones before a coded message from her 
father inspires a daring plan.

Gr. 5-8

Fallout
Todd Strasser

When an unthinkable nuclear attack occurs in an alternate-reality 
1962, Scott is forced into his father's bomb shelter with his family 
and neighbors, where they rapidly consume limited supplies and 
fear the worst about the fate of the world outside.

Gr. 5-8

Things Too Huge to Fix by 
Saying Sorry Susan Vaught

A family mystery leads Dani Beans to investigate the secrets of 
Ole Miss and the dark history of race relations in Oxford, 
Mississippi

Gr. 5-8

Uprising Margaret Peterson 
Haddix

In 1927, at the urging of twenty-one-year-old Harriet, Mrs. 
Livingston reluctantly recalls her experiences at the Triangle 
Shirtwaist factory, including miserable working conditions that led 
to a strike, then the fire that took the lives of her two bestfriends, 
when Harriet, the boss's daughter, was only five years old. Gr. 6-8 


