
Sixth Grade Summer Reading 2019  

Please read 4-5 books of your choice this summer.  The list below, created by this 
year’s 6th grade class, and other lists on the site are available to help you find a book. 
You are not limited to books on this list.  
 
Keep track of the books that you read over the summer in your noticing book.  
During the first week of school, be prepared to share with classmates and teachers 
what you liked and why you liked it.    

Parents and students, you should know that students at each grade level 
recommended the books on their lists; the content and level of difficulty vary and, 
therefore, age recommendations are included in the list.  Age recommendations i.e., 
(Grade 5+) are taken from School Library Journal. **indicates book won a literary award 
or was starred in review journals  

New and Noteworthy

"To help his dog through cancer 
treatment, Conor gives up hockey 
and finds himself considering who he 
is without the sport that has defined 
him, and connecting more with his 
family and best friend."

What if nothing was as it seemed? 
What if the ground beneath your feet 
was not made of solid earth but had 
been hollowed into hundreds of 
tunnels? What if there were mysterious 
forces in these tunnels below you as 
you sit in class or eat a banana?

Naturally quiet since birth, Mina and 
her stormbeast, Pixit, lead others like 
themselves in defying authority and 
attempting to spread the truth that 
Alorria's idyllic weather comes at a 
steep cost.

"When six students are chosen to 
participate in a weekly talk with no adults 
allowed, they discover that when they're 
together, it's safe to share the hopes and 
fears they have to hide from the rest of 
the world"



"The true story of a group of boy 
resistance fighters in Denmark after the 
Nazi invasion"

"In this ... dual memoir, Caitlin and 
Martin recount how they became best 
friends--and better people--through 
their long-distance exchange [as 
pen-pals]"--Jacket flap.

A revelatory portrait of the life and 
legacy of Jackie Robinson explores 
how, despite his amazing athletic 
abilities, he was challenged to break 
the color barrier and overcome 
significant discrimination. 

Now in a special new edition, this is 
the amazing true story of four 
African-American female 
mathematicians at NASA who helped 
achieve some of the greatest 
moments in our space program.

Provides a biography of America's first 
traitor--Benedict Arnold--that reads like 
an adventure tale, full of heroism, 
treachery, battle scenes, and surprising 
twists.

Recounts the scientific discoveries 
that enabled atom splitting, the 
military intelligence operations that 
occurred in rival countries, and the 
work of brilliant scientists hidden at 
Los Alamos.

An adaptation for young readers of a 
best-selling memoir follows the 
experiences of 14-year-old William 
Kamkwamba, who built a windmill out 
of junkyard scraps to bring electricity to 
his famine-stricken Malawi village.

Non-Fiction



Realistic Fiction

"Ghost, a naturally talented runner and 
troublemaker, is recruited for an elite 
middle school track team. He must 
stay on track, literally and figuratively, 
to reach his full potential"--.

Twelve-year-old Suzy Swanson wades 
through her intense grief over the loss of 
her best friend by investigating the rare 
jellyfish she is convinced was 
responsible for her friend's death.

Chester has always wanted to become a 
service dog. When he fails his certification 
test, though, it seems like that dream will 
never come true—until a family adopts him. 
They want him to be a companion for their 
ten-year-old son, Gus, who has autism.

Fourteen-year-old twin basketball 
stars Josh and Jordan wrestle with 
highs and lows on and off the court 
as their father ignores his declining 
health.

Five urban middle school students, their 
teacher, and other community members 
relate how a school project to build the 
world's largest tetrahedron affects the 
lives of everyone involved.

Ten-year-old Caitlin, who has 
Asperger's Syndrome, struggles to 
understand emotions, show empathy, 
and make friends at school, while at 
home she seeks closure by working on 
a project with her father.

Leaving with her brother when he decides he 
can no longer stay with their guardian, Ari 
endures a life of homelessness that 
challenges her schoolwork, friendships, and 
the promise made to her mother that she and 
her brother would stay together.

A fourth grader fights back when a book 
is challenged by a well-meaning parent 
and taken off the shelves of her school 
library. Amy Anne makes up ridiculous 
reasons to ban every single book in the 
library to make a point, and take a stand 
against censorship.



Fantasy/SciFi

At age twelve, Sophie learns that the 
remarkable abilities that have always 
caused her to stand out identify her as an 
elf, and after being brought to Eternalia to 
hone her skills, discovers that she has 
secrets buried in her memory for which 
some would kill.

In a society that purges thirteen-year-olds 
who are creative, identical twins Aaron 
and Alex are separated, one to attend 
University while the other, supposedly 
Eliminated, finds himself in a wondrous 
place where youths hone their abilities 
and learn magic.

"After angering his father Zeus, the god 
Apollo is cast down from Olympus. He 
must learn to survive in the modern world 
until he can somehow find a way to 
regain Zeus's favor"--.

In a future Chicago, sixteen-year-old 
Beatrice Prior must choose among five 
predetermined factions to define her 
identity for the rest of her life, a decision 
made more difficult when she discovers 
that she is an anomaly who does not fit 
into any one group, and that the society 
she lives in is not perfect after all.

Drawn by the lodestone his father gave him 
years before, twelve-year-old orphan Ray 
travels south, meeting along the way 
various characters from folklore who are 
battling against an evil industry baron 
known as the Gog.



Based on the life of Jack Gruener, this book 
relates his story of survival from the Nazi 
occupation of Krakow, when he was eleven, 
through a succession of concentration camps, 
to the final liberation of Dachau.

Set adrift on the ocean in a small 
skiff as a newborn, twelve-year-old 
Crow embarks on a quest to find 
the missing pieces of her history.

Shy twelve-year-old Nisha, forced to flee 
her home with her Hindu family during the 
1947 partition of India, tries to find her voice 
and make sense of the world falling apart 
around her by writing to her deceased 
Muslim mother in the pages of her diary.

Bestselling author Laura Elliot 
weaves a richly detailed tale about 
the extraordinary Peggy Schuyler and 
her revolutionary friendship with 
Alexander Hamilton. Perfect for fans 
of the smash Broadway musical 
sensationHamilton.

"As World War II draws to a close, 
refugees try to escape the war's final 
dangers, only to find themselves 
aboard a ship with a target on its hull"

Historical Fiction



At the beginning of eighth grade, 
learning disabled Max and his new friend 
Freak, whose birth defect has affected 
his body but not his brilliant mind, find 
that when they combine forces they 
make a powerful team.

After the death of the uncle who had been 
his guardian, fourteen-year-old Alex Rider 
is coerced to continue his uncle's 
dangerous work for Britain's intelligence 
agency, MI6.

When Ted and Kat's cousin Salim 
disappears from the London Eye ferris 
wheel, the two siblings must work 
together--Ted with his brain that is "wired 
differently" and impatient Kat--to try to 
solve the mystery of what happened to 
Salim.

Except for reading the Kiel Gnomenfoot magic 
adventure series, Owen's life is boring until he 
sees his classmate Bethany climb out of a 
book in the school library and he learns that 
Bethany is half-fictional and has been 
searching every book she can find for her 
missing father, a fictional character.

Mystery


