
Equity, Justice. and Race Summer 2020

Racial incidents across the United States in early summer 2020 remind Americans of the need to reflect on and address the systemic racial inequities that 
exist in our country. One way that White people can become better allies to People of Color is by becoming more aware of different views, life experiences, 
and histories outside their own communities.  
We also want to celebrate Black authors and the wide range of stories they are telling about what it means to be Black in this country.  
We offer these books as part of a process of learning and reflection.  Hopefully, all readers in our community can find a title in this list that pushes their 
thinking and/or offers a shared perspective.

The list includes nonfiction and fiction titles. It is a snapshot of some of the books currently available on the market. Many other talented authors have 
published books that also can foster learning and re-learning. We emphasized authors who provide “own voices.” The suggested age range of books here is 
from fourth grade through high school. Use the School LIbrary Journal age guides in the last column to inform your choices.

Title Author Description SLJ Grade Rec.

Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, 
and You: A Remix of the National 
Book Award-winning Stamped 
from the Beginning Jason Reynolds, Ibram X. Kendi 

Reynolds’s adaptation of Kendi’s National 
Book Award–winning title teaches readers 
to think critically about racism and 
antiracism in the United States and the 
Western world. Grade 7 and up

We Rise, We Resist, We Raise 
Our Voices  

EDITED BY WADE HUDSON & 
CHERYL WILLIS HUDSON 

An anthology of poetry, essays, short 
stories and art designed to lift children up, 
especially children from traditionally 
marginalized communities, during difficult 
times. Grade 5 and up

We Are Not Yet Equal: 
Understanding Our Racial Divide Carol Anderson, Tonya Bolden

From the end of the Civil War to the 
tumultuous issues in America today, an 
acclaimed historian reframes the 
conversation about race, chronicling the 
powerful forces opposed to black progress 
in America. Grade 9 and up



Tell All the Children Our Story 
Memories & Mementos of Being 
Young & Black in America Tonya Bolden

Reveals the history of African American 
children--from the first recorded birth of 
a black child in Jamestown, Virginia, to 
the present day--through historical 
documents, journal entries, news 
articles, and interviews. Grade 5 and up

Making Our Way Home: the great 
migration and the black American 
dream Imani Blari

From the end of the Civil War to the 
tumultuous issues in America today, an 
acclaimed historian reframes the 
conversation about race, chronicling the 
powerful forces opposed to black progress 
in America. Adult books for YA

Turning 15 on the road to 
freedom: my story of the Selma 
Voting Rights March Lynda Blackmon Lowery

Shares the story of the youngest person to 
complete the Selma to Montgomery March, 
describing her frequent imprisonments for 
her participation in nonviolent 
demonstrations and how she felt about her 
involvement in Civil Rights events. Grade 5 and up

Reaching for the Moon: The 
Autobiography of NASA 
Mathematican  KatherineJohnson Katherine Johnson

From a very young age, Johnson excelled 
as a student. Despite growing up in a time 
of extreme racism and sexism, Johnson not 
only persevered—she flourished. Grade 5-8

  
Becoming Kareem: Growing Up 
On and Off the Court

Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Raymond 
Obstfeld

"An autobiography about Kareem Abdul-
Jabbar and his life growing up in New York, 
becoming the basketball star he's known to 
be, and getting involved in the world around 
him as an activist for social change"--
Provided by publisher. Gr. 7 and up

Fiction



Garvey's Choice Nikki Grimes

Preferring science and reading to the sports 
his father wants him to play, Garvey 
comforts himself with food and endures 
bullying before joining the school chorus, 
where he learns how to accept himself and 
bond with his father. Grade 5-8

So Done Paula Chase

"When best friends Metai and Jamila 
are reunited after a summer apart, their 
friendship threatens to combust from 
the pressure of secrets, middle school, 
and looming auditions for a potentially 
life-changing new talented-and-gifted 
program"- Grade 5-8

Great Greene Heist Varian Johnson

Jackson Greene has a reputation as a 
prankster at Maplewood Middle School, but 
after the last disaster he is trying to go 
straight--but when it looks like Keith Sinclair 
may steal the election for school president 
from Jackson's former best friend Gabriela, 
he assembles a team to make sure Keith 
does not succeed. Grade 5-8

The Magnificent Maya Tibbs: 
Maya in the Middle Crystal Allen

Frustated with being the middle child in her 
family, Mya begins a school newspaper, but 
when the project gives her nemesis Naomi 
Jackson a chance to prove that she is a 
better friend to two of Mya's friends who are 
twins, Mya again finds herself in the middle. Grade 4-6

Blended Sharon M Draper

Piano-prodigy Isabella, eleven, whose black 
father and white mother struggle to share 
custody, never feels whole, especially as 
racial tensions affect her school, her 
parents' both become engaged, and she 
and her stepbrother are stopped by police. Grades 4-7

For Black Girls Like Me Mariama J Lockington

Eleven-year-old Makeda dreams of meeting 
her African American mother, while coping 
with serious problems in her white adopted 
family, a cross-country move, and being 
homeschooled. Grades 4-7



Genesis Begins Again Alicia Williams

Thirteen-year-old Genesis tries again and 
again to lighten her black skin, thinking it is 
the root of her family's troubles, before 
discovering reasons to love herself as is. Grades 5-8

A Good Kind of Trouble Lisa Moore Ramee

Strictly following the rules to pursue her 
junior-high ambitions, 12-year-old 
Shayla is forced to choose between her 
education and her identity when her 
sister joins the Black Lives Matter 
movement in the wake of a powerful 
protest. Grades 4-8

What Lane? Torrey Maldonado

Biracial sixth-grader Stephen questions the 
limitations society puts on him after he 
notices the way strangers treat him when he 
hangs out with his white friends and learns 
about the Black Lives Matter movement. Grades 5-8

You Don't Know Everything, Jilly 
P! Alex Jino

When her baby sister is born deaf, Jilly 
makes an online connection with a fellow 
fantasy fan, who happens to be black and 
deaf, and begins to learn about the many 
obstacles that exist in the world for people 
who are different from her. Grades 4-6

This is My America Kim Johnson

Sending weekly letters to an organization 
she hopes will save her innocent father from 
death row, 17-year-old Tracy uncovers 
racist community secrets when her track 
star brother is wrongly accused of murder. Grade 9 and up

This Side of Home Renee Watson

Twins Nikki and Maya Younger always 
agreed on most things, but as they head 
into their senior year they react differently to 
the gentrification of their Portland, Oregon, 
neighborhood and the new--white--family 
that moves in after their best friend and her 
mother are evicted. Grade 9 and up



All the Things We Never Knew Liara Tamani

Carli and Rex have an immediate 
connection, an understanding that must 
mean first love, but family secrets, 
disappointments--and basketball, which 
holds center stage in both their lives--all 
create complications"--. Grade 8 and up

Light It Up Kekla Magoon

Told from multiple viewpoints, Shae Tatum, 
an unarmed, thirteen-year-old black girl, is 
shot by a white police officer, throwing their 
community into upheaval and making it a 
target of demonstrators. Grade 9 and up

How It Went Down Kekla Magoon

When sixteen-year-old Tariq Johnson is 
shot to death, his community is thrown into 
an uproar because Tariq was black and the 
shooter, Jack Franklin, is white, and in the 
aftermath everyone has something to say, 
but no two accounts of the events agree. Grade 9 and up


