
Seventh Grade Top Book Recommendations 2020

A favorite end-of-year tradition the DS Middle School Library shares with its students is creating summer reading lists. We used an abbreviated
process this year. Below are a range of the titles that this year's seventh grade class loved and highly recommends.

Be sure to also see:
- the summer reading lists from 2019
- all the lists posted on the library website

Please read at least 4-5 books of your choice this summer. The list below is available to help you find a book. You are not limited to books on this
list. Keep track of the books that you read over the summer. During the first week of school, be prepared to share with
classmates and teachers what you liked and why you liked it.

Fantasy Title Author Description SLJ Grade Rec.

Divergent Veronica Roth

In a future Chicago, sixteen-year-old 
Beatrice Prior must choose among five 
predetermined factions to define her identity 
for the rest of her life, a decision made more 
difficult when she discovers that she is an 
anomoly who does not fit into any one 
group. 

Grade 9 and up

Legend Marie Lu

In a dark future, when North America has 
split into two warring nations, fifteen-year-
olds Day, a famous criminal, and prodigy 
June, the brilliant soldier hired to capture 
him, discover that they have a common 
enemy.

Grade 7 and up

Keeper of the Lost Cities Shannon Messenger

Twelve-year-old Sophie discovers the abilities 
that have always caused her to stand out are 
because she is actually an elf and, after she is 
brought to Eternalia where she can hone her 
skills, Sophie learns she harbors certain secrets 
that others would kill to learn.

Grade 5-8



Six of Crows Leigh Bardugo

Six dangerous outcasts must learn to work 
together after they are offered an 
impossible heist that can save the world 
from destruction.

Grade 7 and up

The School for Good and Evil Soman Chanani

Best friends Sophie and Agatha discover 
their true identities when they enter The 
School for Good and Evil, a school where 
ordinary boys and girls are trained to be 
fairy tale heroes and villains.

Grade 5-8

The Knife of Never Letting Go Patrick Ness

Todd, one month away from an important 
birthday, learns all the tough lessons of 
adulthood when he is forced to flee after 
discovering a secret near the town where 
he lives.

Grade 9 and up

The One and Only Bob Katherine Applegate

With the help of his two best friends, Ivan 
and Ruby, Bob sets out on a dangerous 
journey in search of his long-lost sister. As a 
hurricane approaches and time is running 
out, Bob finds courage he never knew he 
had, and he learns the true meaning of 
friendship and family.

Grade 5-8

Mystery

Spy School Stuart Gibbs

Twelve-year-old Ben Ripley leaves his 
public middle school to attend the CIA's 
highly secretive Espionage Academy, which 
everyone is told is an elite science school.

Grade 5-8



The Eternal Ones Kirsten Miller

Haven Moore, a high school girl living with 
her widowed mother and grandmother in 
Snopes, Tennessee, is plagued by visions 
of a past life in New York with a boy named 
Ethan, and when a series of circumstances 
force her to flee, she heads to the city in 
search of answers.

Grade 8 and up

Two Can Keep a Secret Maureen Johnson

"While true-crime afficionado Ellery and her 
twin brother are staying with their 
grandmother in a Vermont community 
known for murder, a new friend goes 
missing and Ellery may be next"--Provided 
by publisher.

Grade 8 and up

Historical Fiction

Dreamland Burning Jennifer Latham

"When Rowan finds a skeleton on her 
family's property, investigating the brutal, 
century-old murder leads to painful 
discoveries about the past. Alternating 
chapters tell the story of William, another 
teen grappling with the racial firestorm 
leading up to the 1921 Tulsa race riot, 
providing some clues to the mystery"--
Provided by publisher. Grade 8 and up

White Rose Kip Wilson

Tells the story of Sophie Scholl, a young 
German college student who challenges the 
Nazi regime during World War II as part of 
the White Rose, a non-violent resistance 
group.

Grade 7 and up

Cracker: The Best Dog in Vietnam Cynthia Kadahota

A young soldier in Vietnam bonds with his 
bomb-sniffing dog.

Grade 6-9



Fountains of Silence Ruta Sepetys

"At the Castellana Hilton in 1957 Madrid, 
eighteen-year-old Daniel Matheson 
connects with Ana Moreno through 
photography and fate as Daniel discovers 
the incredibly dark side of the city under 
Generalissimo Franco's rule"--Provided by 
publisher.

Grade 7 and up

Non-Fiction

Rising Above: How 11 Athletes 
Overcame Challenges in Their 
Youth to Become Stars Gregory Zuckerman

"Athlete after athlete in this book found 
discipline, hope, and inspiration on the 
playing field, rising above their 
circumstances. Filled with first-hand 
accounts from stars who exemplify the idea 
of enduring at all costs, 'Rising Above' will 
serve as a must-read source of inspiration 
for kids and sports fans of all ages" Grade 6-8

I Will Always Write Back Martin Ganda

"In this ... dual memoir, Caitlin and Martin 
recount how they became best friends--and 
better people--through their long-distance 
exchange [as pen-pals]"--Jacket flap.

Grade 6 and up

The Boys Who Challenged Hitler Philip Hoose

Deeply ashamed of his nation's leaders, 
fifteen-year-old Knud Pedersen resolved 
with his brother and a handful of 
schoolmates to take action against the 
Nazis if the adults would not.

Grade 8 and up

Phineas Gage John Fleischman

The true story of Phineas Gage, whose 
brain had been pierced by an iron rod in 
1848, and who survived and became a case 
study in how the brain functions.

Grade 5-7

Realistic Fiction



With the Fire on High Elizabeth Acevedo

"Teen mother Emoni Santiago struggles 
with the challenges of finishing high school 
and her dream of working as a chef."--
OCLC

Grade 9 and up

Tell Me Three Things Julie Buxbaum

Sixteen-year old Jessie, still grieving over 
her mother's death, must move from 
Chicago to "The Valley," with a new 
stepfamily but no new friends until an 
anonymous fellow student emails and offers 
to help her navigate the school's 
treacherous social waters.

Grade 10 and up

Running Dream Wendelin Van Draanen

When a school bus accident leaves sixteen-
year-old Jessica an amputee, she returns to 
school with a prosthetic limb and her track 
team finds a way to help rekindle her dream 
of running again.

Grade 8 and up

Ungifted Gordan Korman

Due to an administrative mix-up, 
troublemaker Donovan Curtis is sent to the 
Academy of Scholastic Distinction, a special 
program for gifted and talented students, 
after pulling a major prank at middle school.

Grade 5-8

New Kid Jerry Craft

"Seventh grader Jordan Banks loves 
nothing more than drawing cartoons about 
his life. But instead of sending him to the art 
school of his dreams, his parents enroll him 
in a prestigious private school known for its 
academics, where Jordan is one of the few 
kids of color in his entire grade. 

Grade 5-8

A Very Large Expanse of Sea Tahereh Mafi

Shirin is never surprised by how horrible 
people can be. She's tired of the rude 
stares, the degrading comments--even the 
physical violence--she endures as a result 
of her race, her religion, and the hijab she 
wears every day. So she's built up 
protective walls and refuses to let anyone 
close enough to hurt her.

Grade 9 and up



A Dog's Way Home Bruce Cameron

Abby Whistler, 11, and her Shetland 
sheepdog, Tam, are inseparable. After 
winning the Junior Agility Championship in a 
town 400 miles away from home, Abby puts 
her dog into his crate in the back of her 
mama’s truck. They are involved in a 
terrible accident when their truck swerves to 
avoid hitting a deer.

Grade 5-8

Internment Samira Ahmed

"A terrifying, futuristic United States where 
Muslim-Americans are forced into 
internment camps, and seventeen-year-old 
Layla Amin must lead a revolution against 
complicit silence"--Provided by publisher.

Grade 8 and up


