
Eighth Grade Top Book Recommendations 2020

A favorite end-of-year tradition the DS Middle School Library shares with its students is creating summer reading lists. We used an abbreviated
process this year. Below are a range of the titles that this year's eighth grade class loved and highly recommends.

Be sure to also see:
- the summer reading lists from 2019
- all the lists posted on the library website

Please read at least 4-5 books of your choice this summer. The list below is available to help you find a book. You are not limited to books on this
list. Keep track of the books that you read over the summer. During the first week of school, be prepared to share with
classmates and teachers what you liked and why you liked it.

Fantasy / Sci Fi Title Author Description SLJ Grade Rec.

The Darkest Minds Alexandra Bracken

"Sixteen-year-old Ruby breaks out of a 
government-run 'rehabilitation camp' for 
teens who acquired dangerous powers after 
surviving a virus that wiped out most 
American children"--Provided by publisher.

Grade 9 and up

Tristan Strong Punches a Hole in 
the Sky Kwame Mabalia

Seventh-grader Tristan Strong tumbles into 
the MidPass and, with allies John Henry 
and Brer Rabbit, must entice the god 
Anansi to come out of hiding and seal the 
hole Tristan accidentally ripped in the sky.

Grade 7 and up

The House of the Scorpion Nancy Farmer

In a future where humans despise clones, 
Matt enjoys special status as the young 
clone of El Patron, the one hundred forty-
two-year-old leader of a corrupt drug empire 
nestled between Mexico and the United 
States.

Grade 5-8



Flawed Cecelia Ahern

"In a future society where 'flawed' 
people who have committed crimes 
are branded with an F, a young girl 
takes a stand"-- Provided by publisher

Grade 7 and up

Norse Mythology Neil Gaiman

Neil Gaiman presents the primeval 
Norse myths, which begins with the 
genesis of the legendary nine worlds, 
delves into the exploits of the deities, 
dwarves, and giants, and culminates in 
Ragnarok, the twilight of the gods and 
the rebirth of a new time and people. Adult

The Scythe series 3 books Neal Shusterman

""In a world where disease has been 
eliminated, the only way to die is to be 
randomly killed ('gleaned') by professional 
reapers ('scythes'). Two teens must 
compete with each other to become a 
scythe--a position neither of them wants. 
The one who becomes a scythe must kill 
the one who doesn't"--

Grade 8 and up

The Secret Keepers Trenton Lee Stewart

"When twelve-year-old Reuben finds a 
peculiar, magical watch that has the power 
to turn its wearer invisible, he's propelled on 
the adventure of a lifetime"--Provided by 
publisher.

Grade 5-8

Mystery

The Hand on the Wall bk.3 Maureen Johnson

"Ellingham Academy must be cursed. Three 
people are now dead. One, a victim of 
either a prank gone wrong or a murder.

Grade 8 and up



The Da Vinci Code Dan Brown

While in Paris on business, Harvard 
symbologist Robert Langdon receives 
an urgent late-night phone call. The 
elderly curator of the Louvre has been 
murdered inside the museum, a 
baffling cipher found near the body. Adult

The Woman in Cabin 10 Ruth Ware

In this tightly wound, enthralling story 
reminiscent of Agatha Christie's 
works, Lo Blacklock, a journalist who 
writes for a travel magazine, has just 
been given the assignment of a 
lifetime: a week on a luxury cruise 
with only a handful of cabins.

Adult

Historical Fiction

The Boy in Striped Pajamas John Boyn

Bored and lonely after his family moves 
from Berlin to a place called "Out-With" in 
1942, Bruno, the son of a Nazi officer, 
befriends a boy in striped pajamas who 
lives behind a wire fence.

Grade 7 and up

Sarah's Key Tatiana de Rosnay

American journalist Julia Jarmond 
researches the brutal 1942 Nazi roundup in 
Paris and stumbles upon a connection 
between her family and one of the victims, 
which compels Julia to learn more about the 
girl's life.

Adult

Nightingale Kristin Hannah

In the quiet village of Carriveau, Vianne 
Mauriac says goodbye to her husband, 
Antoine, as he heads for the Front.

Adult

Non-Fiction



The Hot Zone Richard Preston

Tells the dramatic story of U.S. Army 
scientists and soldiers who worked to stop 
the outbreak of a deadly and extremely 
contagious virus in 1989.

Adult

Into Thin Air Jon Krakauer

The author relates his experience of 
climbing Mount Everest during its deadliest 
season and examines what it is about the 
mountain that makes people willingly 
subject themselves to such risk, hardship, 
and expense.

Adult

It's Trevor Noah : born a crime : 
stories from a South African 
childhood : adapted for young 
readers Trevor Noah

Looks at the life of South African comedian, 
writer, producer, political commentator, 
actor, and television host, Trevor Noah.

Grade 8 and up

Unbroken : an Olympian's 
journey from airman to castaway 
to captive YA version Laura Hillenbrand

A biography of Olympic runner and World 
War II bombardier, Louis Zamperini, who 
had been rambunctious in childhood before 
succeeding in track and eventually serving 
in the military, which led to a trial in which 
he was forced to find a way to survive in the 
open ocean after being shot down.

Grade 7 and up

Realistic Fiction

Looking for Alaska John Green

Sixteen-year-old Miles' first year at Culver 
Creek Preparatory School in Alabama 
includes good friends and great pranks, but 
is defined by the search for answers about 
life and death after a fatal car crash.

Grade 9 and up



The Beginning of Everything Robyn Schneider

"Star athelete and prom king Ezra 
Faulkner's life is irreparably transformed by 
a tragic accident and the arrival of eccentric 
new girl Cassidy Thorpe."-- Provided by 
publisher

Grade 10 and up

The 100 Year Old Man Who 
Climbed Out the Window and 
Disappeared Jonas Jonasson

On his 100th birthday, reluctant centenarian 
Allan Karlsson climbs out the window of his 
nursing home and embarks on a hilarious 
and entirely unexpected journey.

Adult

I Wish You All The Best Mason Deaver

When Ben De Backer comes out to their 
parents as nonbinary, they're thrown out of 
their house and forced to move in with their 
estranged older sister, Hannah, and her 
husband, Thomas, whom Ben has never 
even met.

Grade 8 and up

On The Come Up Angie Thomas

"Sixteen-year-old Bri hopes to become a 
great rapper, and after her first song goes 
viral for all the wrong reasons, must decide 
whether to sell out or face eviction with her 
widowed mother"--Provided by publisher.

Grade 8 and up

Seedfolks Paul Fleischman

One by one, a number of people of varying 
ages and backgrounds transform a trash-
filled inner-city lot into a productive and 
beautiful garden, and in doing so, the 
gardeners are themselves transformed.

Grade 8 and up

Squirm Carl Hiassen

"Billy Dickens discovers that his mysterious 
father lives in Montana, so this summer Billy 
will fly across the country, hike a mountain, 
float a river, dodge a grizzly bear, shoot 
down a spy drone, and save his own father"
--OCLC.

Grade 5-8



Anger is a Gift Mark Oshiro

"Six years ago, Moss Jefferies' father was 
murdered by an Oakland police officer. 
Along with losing a parent, the media's 
vilification of his father and lack of 
accountability has left Moss with near 
crippling panic attacks.

Grade 8 and up


