
Fifth Grade Top Book Recommendations 2020

A favorite end-of-year tradition the DS Middle School Library shares with its students is creating summer reading lists.  We used an abbreviated process 
this year.  Below are a range of the titles that this year's fifth grade class loved and highly recommends.

For more inspiration, be sure also to see:  
- the summer reading lists from 2019
- all the lists posted on the library website

Please read at least 4-5 books of your choice this summer. The list below, created by this year’s 5th graders, is available to help you find a book. You are not limited to 
books on this list. Keep track of the books that you read over the summer in your noticing book. During the first week of school, be prepared to share with classmates 
and teachers what you liked and why you liked it.

Title Author Description SLJ Grade Rec

FANTASY

The Alchemyst Michael Scott
Fifteen-year-old twins, Sophie and Josh, find themselves caught 
up in the deadly struggle between rival alchemists, Nicholas 
Flamel and John Dee, over the possession of an ancient book 
that holds the secret formulas for alchemy and everlasting life.

Gr. 6-9

All the 
ImpossibleThings by Lindsay Lackey

Struggling to control the wind powers that render her skies stormy 
whenever she feels stressed, a foster-care girl arrives at the 
petting-zoo home of a quirky couple before her new sense of 
belonging is challenged by the return of her troubled mother.

Gr. 4-6

Bob Wendy Mass
Visiting her grandmother in Australia, Livy, ten, is reminded of the 
promise she made five years before to Bob, a strange, green 
creature who cannot recall who or what he is.

Gr. 3-6

The GraveYard Book by Neil Gaiman Nobody Owens is a normal boy, except that he has been raised 
by ghosts and other denizens of the graveyard.

Gr. 5-8



Harry Potter series JK Rowling
Rescued from the outrageous neglect of his aunt and uncle, a 
young boy with a great destiny proves his worth while attending 
Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry.

Gr. 4-6+

Jinx (series) Sage Blackwood
A young boy named Jinx encounters magic and danger as he 
grows up in the deep, dark forest known as the Urwald and 
discovers that the world beyond--and within--the Urwald is more 
complex than he could imagine.

Gr. 4-8

Keeper of the Lost 
Cites Shannon Messenger. Gr. 5-8

Twelve-year-old Sophie discovers the abilities that have always 
caused her to stand out are because she is actually an elf and, 
after she is brought to Eternalia where she can hone her skills, 
Sophie learns she harbors certain secrets that others would kill to 
learn.

Gr. 5-8

Malamander Thomas Taylor
Assisting a fearless girl in an investigation into the mysterious loss 
of her parents years earlier, Herbert Lemon learns that some of 
his fellow townspeople are hunting a sea monster that is believed 
to convey a surprising gift.

Gr. 5-7

The Unwanteds 
(series) Lisa McMann

In a society that purges thirteen-year-olds who are creative, 
identical twins Aaron and Alex are separated, one to attend 
University while the other, supposedly Eliminated, finds himself in 
a wondrous place where youths hone their abilities and learn 
magic.

Gr. 4-7



REALISTIC FICTION

All the Answers Kate Messner

Twelve-year-old Ava finds an old pencil in her family's junk drawer and 
discovers, during a math test, that it will answer factual questions, so 
she and her best friend Sophie have a great time--and Ava grows in self-
confidence--until the pencil reveals a truth about her family that Ava 
would rather not know. Gr. 4-6

The Doughnut Fix Jessie Janowez
When his family moves to tiny Petersville, eleven-year-old Tris 
stops focusing on his perfect sister, Jeanine, by using his cooking 
expertise to revive a town tradition of chocolate cream doughnuts.

Gr. 3-6

Lucky Strike Bobbie Pyron
Nathaniel Harlow lives with his grandfather in a trailer park in 
Franklin County, Florida, and he has always been unlucky--but 
when he is struck by lightning on his eleventh birthday and 
survives, it seems like his luck starts to change.

Gr. 4-6

Hello, Universe Erin Entrada Kelly
Lives of four misfits are intertwined when a bully's prank lands shy 
Virgil at the bottom of a well and Valencia, Kaori, and Gen band 
together in an epic quest to find and rescue him.

Gr. 3-7

The Miscalculations of 
Lightning Girl Stacy McAnulty

Lucy was struck by lightning. She doesn't remember it, but it changed 
her life forever. The zap gave her genius-level math skills, and ever 
since, Lucy has been homeschooled. Now, at 12 years old, she's 
technically ready for college. She just has to pass 1 more test--middle 
school! Gr. 4-6

The Running Dream Wendelin Van Draanen
When a school bus accident leaves sixteen-year-old Jessica an 
amputee, she returns to school with a prosthetic limb and her 
track team finds a wonderful way to help rekindle her dream of 
running again.

Gr. 8+

To Night Owl from 
Dogfish Holly Goldberg Sloan

Unhappy about being sent to the same summer camp after their 
fathers start dating, Bett and Avery, eleven, eventually begin 
scheming to get the couple back together after a break-up. Told 
entirely through emails.

Gr. 4-6

Unstoppable Tim Green Upon going to the doctor for a routine knee injury, foster child and 
aspiring NFL athlete Harrison learns that he has bone cancer.

Gr. 4-8



HISTORICAL FICTION

Chasing Secrets Gennifer Choldenko
Thirteen-year-old Lizzie and her secret friend Noah, who is hiding 
in her house, plan to rescue Noah's father from the quarantined 
Chinatown, and save everyone they love from contracting the 
plague that is spreading in 1900 San Francisco.

Gr. 5-8

Dovey Coe Frances O'Roark Dowell
When accused of murder in her North Carolina mountain town in 
1928, Dovey Coe, a strong-willed twelve-year-old girl, comes to a 
new understanding of others, including her deaf brother

Inside Out and Back 
Again Thanhha Lai

Through a series of poems, a young girl chronicles the life-
changing year of 1975, when she, her mother, and her brothers 
leave Vietnam and resettle in Alabama.

Gr. 4 – 6

My Life As An Ice 
Cream Sandwich Ibi Zobi

In the summer of 1984, twelve-year-old Ebony-Grace of 
Huntsville, Alabama, visits her father in Harlem, where her 
fascination with outer space and science fiction interfere with her 
finding acceptance.

Gr 4–7

The Orphan Band of 
Springdale Anne Nesbet

Tensions are rising in the United States as WWII rages in Europe. 
Gusta’s life, like the world around her, is about to change. Her father, a 
foreign-born labor organizer, has had to flee the country, and Gusta has 
been sent to live in an orphanage run by her grandmother. Gr. 4-6

Scouts Shannon Greenland
The summer before seventh grade, five best friends sneak out to 
watch a meteor shower, but soon find themselves on the run from 
a violent mountain clan.

Gr. 4-6

NON-FICTION

Anne Frank: The 
Diary of a Young Girl Anne Frank The diary of a thirteen-year-old Jewish girl who died in a 

concentration camp during World War II.

Just Mercy: Adapted 
for Young Adults : a 
true story of the fight 
for justice

Bryan Stevenson
Details the author's personal experience, challenges, and efforts 
as a lawyer and social advocate to find justice for America's most 
marginalized people

Gr. 7+


